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tothe PARLIAMENT and 


ASSEMBLY for (notlooſe, but) 
CHRISTIaAn L1iBERTIE. 


HER s have been many Nayyle: and Goades 
8 ſhurpened, inthis Argument, by Maſters of 
the Aſſemblies , it there were but a ſteady 
and to drive them home,and faſten them. 
The Loko faſten them by his Spirit, in 
the hearts of all whom they concerne, 
| of all before whom now lyes an opportu» 
Fg - nitie of kiling and making alive, that. yee 
doe not now put out that onely Coale that is *a to us, ( after all 
our ſufferings and privations) aur Chriſtian Liberte. > th 
How have wee promiled our ſelves ( not in the leaſt di 
the Reaſonablenetle of fuch an ExpeCtation ,): 1hat thoregh wee di, 
eat the bread of affliction, and drink the water of adverſitie, yet our ejes 
ſhorld fee our Teachers, and they fbould no more be thruſt into Corners ? 
And if this hope faile us, wee are of all men moſt miſerable. Had 
wee not better, if wee had looked at our ſelves .onely, and not at 
the common Caule, whike wee had ſomething, to have betaken 
our ſelves into ſome remote —_ ; then after the loffe of all wo 
2 have 
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haveir ſer on the ſcore of a mercy and kindnes to us, to be quietly 
diſmiſt;ghither ? Wherein wee ſhould finde it ( for wee > ma 4 
feele the workings of it ) no ſmall aggravation of our Affiftion, 
the Contiideration of thoſe from whole faces we flee. If it were an 
Enemy, ( deare Friends and Brethren ) if it were the Biſhops do- 
ings, wee ſhould not marvaile, we could better beare it ; but what, 
you,our Brethren, our Companions oncein the ſame iron yoke 
and furnace of affliftion,(the deareſt Remembrance that can be) 
that Þ.zve prayed and faſted together in Corners, that have ſate and wept 
together by the Rivers of Babylon , remembring Sion , and hanged our 
Harps upon the Willowes, bemoaning our ſelves oft to one another ; 
and are the ſamemen ſtill both for Religion toward God,and af- 
feftion toward you ! O tell it not in Gath, publiſh 1t not im Atkelon, 
left the Philiſtims rejoyce, and the daughter of the uncircum-ifed tri- 
wnph. Let not Malignants heare of ic, Papiits and Atheiſts, Neu- 
trall Proteſtants, and hollow-hearted Proteflors : and oh that the 
thouſand yegres were begun that the Devill werg ſhut up too, ( who 
rather is let looſe now ) that there be not joy in hell for the divili- 
ons of the Brethren ! But ſeemes it not reaſonable to you (that 
which ſcemes fo reaſonable to Chriſt ) that we who have ſ#fered 
wich you,ſhould reigne with you;anl that Comatart being reſtored 
to ferwſalem, all her mourners ſhould have a ſhare in ic? Or are wee 
thoſe vaſſalls alone that now in this yeare of J#bike, muſt wherher 
wee will or no, have oureares boared, when all other liberties are 
vindicated? Is it for that wee haveno Tertullus to plead our Cauſe, 
ox for that wee are few and:-peaceable, and you:may ute us how 
you lift? Sure it is not in you to'make ſo'ill an uſe of our good 
rinciples? However, be it knowne to yon, our Redeemer us ſtrong, 
and though he be gone a long journey, yet he will come upon 
thoſe Emil ſervants, that ( ſecure through bis delay )fall a beating 
in ſtead of feeding their fellow-ſervants ; He will come in an howre 
when they are not aware, and lyoknot for him ; as he did before your 
eyes upon the domineering generation of the Prelacy. The more 
you opprele us, the more wee ſhall grow. Refraine from ws there- 
fore, and let ws alone for if this Cornſell, or this workbe of men, it will 
come to naught, but if it be of God, yee cannot overthrow'it', leſt haply 
Jee be found fighters againſt God. Stand therefore to Gods arbitra- 
ment. If we build upon the true foundation , with hay and ſtubble, 
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the day ſþall declare it | for it ſhall be revealed by fire, and our work ſha 
Fei rv ate (hall be ſaved. . © © uf 4” th | f 
- Prejudice not your ſelves further ( Brethren) or your way: 
For Gcd hath ſaid ; * There ſhall be no deftroying beaſt in all bis holy 
Moantaine. The Beaſts of prey come from Mount Seir, not from 
Mount Sion. Eſurwas roughhairy,and lordly : Jacob was ſmooth, 
laine, and pleaſant. Is it a forme agrecable to you, to be as that 
| Tu in Nebn:hadnezz.zs Vilion , That was dreadfull and terrible, 
having great iron teeth, devouring and breaking in pieces, and ſtamping 
the reſide with the feet * Or will you not rather ride on and proſper, 
becauſe of truth, ind righteruſneſſe, ind meekneſſe ? So ſhould you carry 
the hearts and votes of all men along with you , but thoſe that are 
loft. And we truſted wee had ſcene a hopefull beginning, that wee 
might have improved to a greater ExpeCtation ; when ( beſides 
former expreſle incouragements miniſtred to us by pregnant paſſa- 
ges of great note and obſervation with us in certain Declarations 
or Ordininces of Parliament, which except need be, we are loath 
to repeat _ God had lately partir into the heart of the Parliament, 
to conſider the Juſt and mercifull accommodation of tender Con- 
ſciences. Which makes us the more amazed and aſtoniſhed at the 
ſudden prejudice wee ſeeme to have xeceived in their affeftions, 
and the yaried, yea, contrary aſpe@ both of Parliament and At- 
ſembly vopor''us, whoare no other then wee were before, and have 
continued in your ſeverall and reſpeftive ſervice and aſliſtance, 
with the ſame faithfulnefle lince as ever : Wherein God hath been 
very mercifall anto us, ( whetherit be acknowledged tous or no, 
iemuſt 'be acknowledged by us to him ) that hath made-us faith- 
full, and not one Inſtance can be given of the contrary : * And wee 
lookt for peace, and there's no good, and for the time of healing,and behold 
trouble ; Yet weeare neither fo, prophane nor deſperate, as (with 
Eſax )to fe] our Birth-righrfor a meſle of portage, nor our hopes 
in your Juſtice and Clemency, for the quiet injoyment of it, for a 
thing of naught. Wee hope this ſeeming, remiſſion and intermi(- 
fion of theſe Counſels of peace in behalfe of us, thall but make 
them rebound the higher, and run the ſtronger. And therefore 
wee ceaſe not to pray for you, (molt jult Senators) that God 
would bide repentance from your eyes ; that theLord that ftirfd 
up Cyrus Darius and Artaxerxer,and wedg'd them inby his a 
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full Spirit would keep this in che thought and pu e of your 
heart, till you have brought it to perteftion. Truly there is a 
dreadfitll opportunity before you of gladding the hearts of thon- 
ſands, your kindnefle unto whom Chriſt will put upon his own 
account 3 a dreadfull opportunity, I fay, if either omitted,or nat 
proportionably improved. Let it never be ſaid, yee did run well, 
who did hinder you? nay, who can hinder you, or who ſhall 
harm you, it Wake followers of that thatis good ? There is no+ 
thing (under Chriſt) wanting to make us live quietly by one ano- 
ther, though of ſeverall judgements, whileſt wee agree in funda- 
mentals, but your word to bid us do fo. 

Is it not time for the Lords Harbengers and Trumpeters, to 
ſound the allarm to the great and dreadtull day of the Lord, and 
toapply your ſelves now to tern the heart of fatbers to the children aud 
of the children v0 the fathers, leſt the Lord come and jmite the earth with 
a ci-ſe ? Nay,hath he not ſorely ſmitten us,for not only the negle&, 
but the contempt of this preſcription by a contrary praGtiling,even 
ſetting the Fathers, the nurimg-tathers of the Church (thole that 
ſhonld be ſo) againſt their children? And indeed excule us,it when 
wee conſider how faire wee were for a good iſſue of the common 
troubles of late, when God gave us thoſe many Occaſions, and 
thoſe ſolemne opportunities of praiſe and thankſgiving,when ſome 
can ſay (fever) they found their hearts then drawn forth in ear- 
neſt ſupplications and triumphant expectations of a ſmooth ſuc- 
celſe ; and in ſtead thereof, whatan unuſuall return we had from 
the hand of God, contrary to the tenour of his former proceed- 
ings,bcating back our hopes upon us? and when we compare this 
with former the like paſſages of providence in the like junCture of 
times 3(as that ill ſucceſſe that interrupted the Petition ready to be 
preſented at the Common-Councel againſt us) and alſo compare 
theſe with ſome Scriptures, and Scripture examples, how God 
hath made Jeruſalem a burthenſome ſtone, &c. Tech. 12. and how he 
hath formerly rebuked Kings for his peoples ſakes, ſaying, Touch 
not mine anointed, &c, and how hee on. t Artaxerxes and his 
Realmunder wrath for that caule, Ezrz 7. and conſider how righ» 
teous this is, thatif the children fall out the father ſhould make 
the third ; excule us, I lay, if wee can give no better account of 
theſe things but the Lords jealoulte over his peoples liberties, 
Where- 
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Wherefore, if pity will not move you, ler equity at leaſt con- 
ſtrainyou: * Let no mean go beyond or defraud his brother, faith the 
Apoſtle. Have you taken of us a price? 01s ROE Our COAuno® 
dity; Chriit boughe our liberties for us with his blood, wee have 
bought them over again at your hands with our own blood, ſhed 
not tor onr {elves only, but for you alſo. Wee have ſet you down, 
as is were, where you would be 5 wee have ditlodged the Ca+ 
n4mites before you, wee are neceflitated to pafie on further ; it 
were but your duty to march on beforens, and give us quiet poſ- 
lellion with you. Wee have fought, and adventured parſe and 
porn upon this expeCtation of Liberry,(not of another Religion, 

) of chis Way of walking in your Religion ; as of the Liberty of 
the Religion it (clf,which weeyed in the firſt place ; If nothing lefle 
was in your hearts, why did you not tell as fo? Nay, why hatch 
the ly born us in hand with fuch hopes and intimatri- 
ons? Why have ſuch Contiderations been tendered tous, intima- 
ting ; nay, almoſt aſſuring us, an atter-liberty apon condition of 
a prelent mudelty in that june of time only. For what elite is 
the tenour of the 5*> Contideration, publiſhed, Dec. 23. 1643. in 
theſe words, That it is not to be doubted, bur the Countels of 
the Allembly, and the care of the Parliament will be, noe onl 
to retorm and (et up Religion throughout the Nation, bat wil 
CONCUrFe 70 preſerme wh tt ever ſball app:.are to be the RIGHTS of 
partici CONGREGATIONS, according to the Word ord to 
be we with ſie h,whaſe Conſciences cumot in l! things conform # the 
like Farley fo far 45 the Word of G:4 wox'd have them born with allywhich 
i5 all that we dciire. What di4 youu do wich choſe: werms, The Rights 
of partica/as Conpreg uions f and theic contradittinguithed rothege- 
ucrall Reformation and ſecting up of Religion through the King- 
dome, it you did not ſpeak to our ſenſe? Bur (you will fay)-*tis 
cautioned, bat ever fratl appeare according to the Word, To whom 
mean you it ſhould appeare ? T o your ſelves? Whatpromiſerwere 
this ? To pretcrve what ever appeares to you, is not grate bur debt ; 
and it this was your meaning,you might have fai&more ly, 
Whenever thele Rights ſhould appeare to you; and ifby| according 
ta the Ward | you meant anly, in your own interpretatigny that's 
not thank-worthy: what bait is held out to us therein, bur a/mi- 
terable collulton? But the latter parc of the Conſideration is more 
exprelle, 
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expreſle, which promiſe 2 bearing with thoſe whoſe Conſciences cannot 
in all things conform tv the publike Rule. And what though it fol- 
low, fo f.ir 44 the word of God would h zve them born withall * for thar 
iwpliesa conceion, that the word would have them born withall ; 
otherwiſe, why do you bob-our mouths with theſe Apples of li- 
berty and toleration, and condelcend to terms of the meaſure 
thereof, if no ſuch thing in any degree be duennto us, or warran- 
tableby the Ward ? Why then do you give place to us ſo much, 
as for an houre? and ita toleration duly bounded be divine, then 
how have you indeavoured it? or why do you not indeavour that 
degree? What jot or tittle of toleration have you yet brought 
forth, or do you give us hopes of in your proceeding hitherto? 
What things more terrible and more void and excluſive of all 
bearing and forbearing can you meditate yet, then Fines, Priſons, 
Exile, prohibicing the exerciſe of our Way and our Miniſtery, but 
upon hard conditions ; which things we have too much cauſe to 
feare andexpeCt,as not much excerding the rate and proportion of 
{ome preſent conclutions, and more menacing agitations. Judge 
now whether the pertormance of this Conſideration be not yer 
wholly in arrereto us. 

And to minde you of ſome other pallages; What do you in 
that earneſt intreating Miniiters and People (Cornft4. 6.) to for- 
beare tor a convenienttime, the joyning themſelves into Church- 
ſocieties, till they ſee whether the right Ryle will not be commended ! 
to them in an orderly way? 1 ſay, what do you in this, but ſet 
us at liberty atrerwards? And why do you there beſpeak us as 
tree-men it you made account (and it be in your power) to make 
us bond-men, or ule us {o? And further, why doth the Aflembly 
(in the 7 Corfideration ) glance with that congratulatory re- 
ipectupon the liberty to ſerve God according to his Word, which 
we injOy in this tune, more then hath been at any time in England 
[nce the beginnirig of the Reformation, if ir be not a Juſt liber- 
ty? andititbe juſt , why doth it begin to be contraGted? at leaſt 
{ome part of that liberty wee have injoy'd ? viz. preaching with- 
out ordination, till wee can have it according to our conſciences ? 
And laſtly, do you notcherilk as great a hope in us, as all that 
wee have ask'd, or ſhall aske, comes to, in the laſt Conſideration ; 
where you pawn your own hopes to cheriſh ours, that wee ſhall 
never 
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never come to ſuffer for d6ing w hat {hall a wie cur duty, 
though not co-incident with the publique Rule given ns ; what 
you muſt mean what ſhall apeare | ip; 0 # | to be our duty for wee 
cannot feare we ſhall ever fuffer by you tor har oppeares.|, [49508 
to be our duty. ' And how can you be comforters of us in,gur 
—_— as you are in'the fequele: of that Cinfideration, if they 
be not ſufferings for righteoufreſſe' ſake? and if they be, how mi- 
ſerable men are'you, to be the authors of thay ? Or do you 
count it no ſuffering for all the Minifters of this W ay to.be de- 
prived of their livethoods'and opportiinities to ſerve God wh 
their gifts,and their flocks d oh them bereft of ce 
Pardon this repetition, it is not dbneto reproach or upbrai 

but timely to warn and remember you 

Theſe were not over forward expreſſions only droppi 

ly from-ſome- more remiffe and nentrall ſpirits, IN OO 
you without yGtir warranit, (which. you might j Se it c 

in us to-reckon upon, and injury to, challenge you by) but Crious 
Ine ns ts poke wh your we miniſtred to.us by ſome 
in the name of you all, nor whi 6 pa t publithed to 
N the world, and tO in; the þ roper, Glra'S: nauwall 
ſenſe ofthe words aridphraſes' comnionly, holding forth to-us a 
bait of timely and ſcaſonable nie ow your intention here- 
in was either fained, meerly to ploy is away Our Opportu- 
nity upon the knees 'of vain | private and Your 5 ve 
were twiſted;and'your did ues, and ſo A that 
are but” qwriuwe; ctnpry forms ,. and. ſhapes » words. fall 
wind, condenſed by a tkighty COmmenTare, into a, very _ 
and ſpecious appeararieg only, which is not to. ſpeake m_— truch 
in Chriſt, but to bec [from e ſunplicicy that is in Higg.: , 


Or your intention was purpoſing 19gratticangd 
accommodate us after Ne Ride agreed'u ay Rom 


and ſo there was reality in your wotds, which is that ahonethat 
honeſt men will pen raw! wk and if ſo;thisdelign 


was either good or evil}: 
Cs that! on None Ne nl = | 
ven Oy nag: 2D — 
iderations ifir were wh Birhoe 
een thele docall Fe Eg, abty ooh your own words, 
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promiſes, ingagements, ler all indifferent men judge ; but ſurely 
our lives ſpent for you cry aloud for love and mercy to be ſhewed us 
from you ; Thow ſþalt not muzz/e the mouth of the Oxe that treadeth 
out the corne : Hee that planteth a V ineyard, ſhall eat of the fruit there- 
of: Doth God take care for Oxen? would hee not have us die in 
an Oxes debt? and is it meet and c his children (whom 
he can maintain without being beholding to the world ) ſhould 
hire out themſelves for nothing more then the common, when 
they fam would, but cannot live upon it ? God forbid all our 

riviledge ſhould be, that wee ſhall be laſt eaten; that when you 
Lo done with the more dangerousenemy, you ſhould turn your 
hand upon us; ſhall this blot of ingratitude lie upon you ? 
Will you fo bury all your fame and glorious achievements in fo 
horrid a pit? Will you ſo diſappoint the expeCtatian of meck ſouls, 
who hope for this, as an additionall recompence. (next to the li- 
berties of the Kingdome, and of the Proteſtant Religion) for the 
lives of Brethren, Husbands, Friends loſt in the publique ſervice 
and defence ? How inacceſſible ſoever ſuch cries may be te your 
eares now through the multitude of your buſineſſes and tunultu- 
ouſneſſe of your thoughts for preſent; yetſure therewill beadead 
of the night, when the leaft noiſe will be heard ; I had rather ſay, 
there will be a morning,when your eyes will be opened,and it wz/! 
not repent you, the kindnefle you have ſhewed, and the violence you 
have forborn to tender conſciences. Good, my brethreng is your 
tkep too ſweet unto you, and your beds too ſoft, and-yourcon- 
ſciences at too much eaſe, that you deſire to,create more tpouble 
untoyour ſelves, and to bring the negle&ted woes of the dead(f(a- 
«red among all) upon you, who laid down their lives upon no 
other condition, then Liberty, firſt of the Kingdome, then of the 
Conſcience inthe Proteſtant Religion,that they nor you might be 
inſhvd in either ; would it not ſhame you, the cry ofthe widows 
and orphanes of ſtich perſons. Do you take away my liberty, re- 
ſtore my husband who died to purchaſe it. for you? would ic not 
ſcare you, ſhould the Ghoſts of thoſe perſons that have died in 
this Caufe (thoſe many hundred ſouls,. that while they lived, 
were laden with the reproach of their conſciences, but ſafficient- 
ly vindicated the worthinefle of their ſpirits by their doings and 
'ifferings ſo freely, ſo cheerfully undertaken :) I fay, ſhould they 
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' come to your bed-fides and cry, Give us our lives againe'; we laid 
them downe for your liberty, performe the like for ns; or beare 
the = of ingratitude, and injuſtice? O'ſhould' they but tell you 
the lamentable Stories of their warfare, what affeftions of deareſt 
Relations they conflited withall, and were faine to deſpiſe and 
over-rule with an high hand in their firſt ingagements, even tear- 
ing themſelves from wives and children, almoſt contrary to the 
Apoliles Rule, and far _— the higheſt diſpenſation for the 
moſt abſolute ſervice of prayer «faſting :And what hard{hip they 
endured of h and cold, watchings, and wearineſk: 
What wounds they have ſuſtain'd, what ftreames of bloud they 
have loſt, what agonies they have been in , and how they have 
borne downe with a high hand all ſtarting doubts and feares, 
leſt: they ſhould not ſow a conſiderable advantage unto thern- 
ſelves in thoſe adventures, and whether or no they ſhould indeed 
water a crop of ingenuous ( nay Chriſtian) liberty to you and 
themſelves , or their poſteritie at leaſt with their bloud : Should 
they tell you, how they have undertaken to their owne milgiving 
hearts and cautelous ſpirits , that their labour ſhould not be in 
vaine, that they ſhould not loſe their lives for naught , they did 
not ſerve ſuch Maſters : No, they were confident another Pharaoh 
neſt ariſe, before Joſeph ſhould be forgotten : Should they bur tell 
you, how their Faith did put in bayle to their Reaſon, and how 
this comforted them in all their anguiſh, and it made their fare- 
well out of this life ſweet;and twas the laſt proſpe& or Landskip 
of this Iland that they ſaw, they beheld it as the habitation of righ- 
teouſneſſe, the faithfiell Citie. Should they tell you, how ambitious 
ay were of wounds, how prodigall of their bloud, how deſirous 
todye, that by their death they might make a feaſt of /ibertie wo 
their Brethren in this particular. And ſhould they from thence 
fall to this Expoſtulation ; Shall wee dye for you, and muſt not 
our friends /ive with you,who are of the ſame religion with you? 
Did you ſend us out to be cut off, and to make a hand of us? Did 
you {lay part of us in the field with the ſword of the Enemy, that 
you might the eafier ſupprefle the reſidue at home? Do you count 
us no better then to be {words-meat, and to ſtop the mouthes of 
Canons? O Earth, cover thou not xr bloud, the Lord bebold it and re- 
quire it. Should ſuch a din fill your eares {keeping and waking, 
B 2 
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what fruit would you haye of your viglent'proecedings? ;Should 
yaueffet your purpolgs , lupprelſe que Way , and caſt forth owur 
perfons out af+ this good Land , could yoo put-the price: of our 
bloud into the treatury ? Would you have any-/iſt to roaſt what 
yah td got by ſuech hunting? NV.ould ngt your ltomacy nauſeate and 
wrne againe at the raw and bloydy truely of the game? Take up, 
Oh take up betimes, know you not that it wil] be bitterneſſe in the lat- 
ter end? Are we not your tellow-ſervants ad Brethren? Did not 
the ſame hand make us, that made you? And is there notone Fa- 
ther ofus bath? One Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſme, one Religi- 
on? Are you the onely, righttull lahabicants of this gaod Coun- 
trey? And is there not a curle dengunced againit thuſe that lay houſe 
to bouſe, and Lad 10 1and, that they may dwell alone * Doe you ſtand 
11 nomore need of ys,or have wee been reprieved till now,onely as 
the C.vzzanites to help you tomalter the Lyons, & the wild:Beaſts, 
that they prevaile not, againſt you? 

Brethren, I would ta-God there were no Divitions among us; 
nt I with it under the Imperall. Jaw of Heaven, and my hearts defire 
and prayer tor Ergl.,nd is, that they were of one heart, and one 
way : But is that upon-any Scripture-ground to be expeRted here 
(at leaſt till thoſe Halcyon dayes come) while we know but in part ? 
Mult we never be of one heart, till we be of one way ? Then belike 
thoſe Exhortations to love, and peace, and Chriſtian forbearance of one 
anther ; and not to judge, but to keep the unitie of the Spirit , are not 
vilions which the Apoltles ſaw_far theſe dayes. The time 1s not yer, 
as the Jewes ſaid, Hag, 2. But the Lord may an{wer-us as he an- 
{wered them ; Is it time for you,O yee to dwell in your ſealed houſes,gc 2 
(a) 20d Sois it time for (2) you toagtee-ahd make your conumon engage- 
/quane Levis ment againſt any of the Lambes of Chriſt,the ground of a-renew- 
—_— : = ed friend({hip ? Is it a time for Papifts, Atheilts,. looſe and carnal 
rum opere textili dey ſato, quaſi loricatits incedat Satan & Cataphrattus quod de fa dere concordie 
gun Mal'iznantis Eccleſia membraſe complexa muniunt & creumvallant;Blegantis/im# Lutherus 
&> wire : Cur immane quan i bieut, ob/ecro, guaſs rabaam univer ſa fabrice minitantesgnhuents, 
G alt vaſto fedag, rity (te devaraturi vivilapiaes m vero Yiempla callacats ? Preſertum cum 
viri merig, lapides in veteriTemp!o tam artificioſt,uon plete defor mi Cicatrige yulner is (ed 
e>/iac ſubrlisims ſuture notis nouat! viſerentny At imp merent oculg {pcaaroris,quod 4 non 
nullis obſerva'umer ſatapene fde renunciarent, equal tota moles in tant am magnitudmemezx 
uico imgentilafpide, tam magnigica eonſurgeret, Says ous Stoughton in his Felickarultim ſe ons 
li. pag.q0. Proceſtancs 
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: Peqteftants and Malignants to agree, laying alide their partieular 
intereſts, opinions, and differences ? Is it a time for French, and 
Spuniards, and Danes, and Wallones, and ifs Rebells to agree and 
make a confederacy with our homeborne Vipers againſt the truth? 
And is itnot a timefor us'to agree for the truth? Ts it a time for 
godly able men, that have in a great part renounced the hidden 
things of Antichriſtian darknes,to agree with ignorant ſuperſtiti- 
ous Ceremony-mongers, ( that are devoted (tl ro a Common- 
Prayer-Booke, and petition for a Captain to lead them back into 
4 ) and with the meaneſt and unworthieſt fpirits, ( that will 
but ſerve the time, and acknowledge their foveraigntie _) as good 
Chriſtians and able Miniſters, to make their party ſtronger ? And 
is it not a time to agree with thoſe that denying themſelves, and 
the world, profeſle to ſeek the truth in love. Is all truth among 
one fort of men ? ' Hath not Chriſt rendred his members all 'in a 
mutuall need of one another? * Is your way the fuhnefſe of bim that 
fills all in all ? Can your refuſe-Brethren in Conference and Com- 
munication of ſpirituall gitrs, adde nothing o_ Is there not 
moſt, oft-times, in things thatare moſt deſpiſed? 
Would Chriſt have ſuch deſperate Experiments pra&ifed upon 
his members, to ki// them, if you cannot are them of theit eller 
errours ; to fine them, priſon them, baniſh them , which to ſome 
perſonsand eſtates,is lictle moremercy then to knack themon the 
head? Doth not nature teach to beare with a blain orblemifh, ra- 
ther then to deſtroy the body? Is Chriſt fo pur eo it, quite out of 
hope? May they not be gained hereafter? Are their opinions dam- 
nable, cicher in themſelves,or proper conſequences? Are they not 
further ingaged toperlift in their wayes good or þad, by fattering 
for ſuch things ſo deeply , and is not the bridge of retraftation 
drawne ip iy ? | 
Conlider theſe things, and take heed what you doe unto theſe 
men; the Lord hath made Ferſz/em a burdenſome ftone,that ſhall 
cruſh all that actempt to remove her. If onr Way be of God, you 
cannot overthrow'it ; You may thew your ſelves fighters again 
God, and pet the reward of ſuch, and that's all. Take heedof 
walking contrary unto God, of caſting ſhame 9n thoſe, anwhom 
he hath refleed ſuch eminent honaur , both in the Army and 0- 
therwiſe : For I aske yon, By whom hath God more gr ce as 
LnErtO * 
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hitherto 2 Who have ſhewed themſelves more valiant in fight ? 
who have oftner put to flight the Armies of the Aliens in the North, 
and el{-where, but thoſe men that in the end ſhall be put to flighr 
themſelves, if ome rw have their wil? The ſword of the Lord, and 
delpiled Gideon, hath ſaved this Nation : Saul bath ſlaine bis thou- 
ſamids, and David his ten thouſands. Let no man envy. God will be 
acknowledged in his Inſtruments, as well as in his Attributes. 
Take heed of reſiſting the Holy Ghoſt; for that mighty works have been 
done by theſe men, you cannot deny: their powerin prayer;their ſhini 
doCtrine, their exemplary burning converſation, though wee wi 
not paint the blemiſhes of any of them. But mann de tabula, 1 
have offer d my candle;itisin the Lord to proportion the ſucceſle: 
To ſome it may be a word in ſeaſon: to others perhaps it will be 
a ſnare and a ſtone of ſtumbling. 

Tandem vincet veritas, T ruth ſhall overcomel verily beleeve and 
expeCt. The litt'c Stone cut out of the Mountaine without bands, ſhall 
irrefiſtibly grow, and fill the whole earth : and every plant that the 
Heavenly Father bath not planted, fhall be puld , a Men may root out 
themſelves by perſecution, as the Prelates have done ; but they 
ſhall never root up the truth. 

Chriſtian friends and Brethren , if the truth be on your ſide, 
confide to your Caule ceaſe trom force and violence, that you 
refle& not diſparagement upon it. 

I would end, as I began, in the ſpirit of love and meckneſle ; 
Conſider your calling Brethren, that you are called wnto peace ; and take 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt for an example, who though he was Lord 
of all, yet became a ſervant unto all. He was turther above his 
Diſciples in — and underſtanding, then the wileſt among 
us above the fmpleſt Infant ; yet he diſdain'd them not, provoked 
them not, upbraided them not, puniſht them not , taught them as 
they were able to beare ; after his reſurre&ion comes to them al- 
wayes with this ſalutation, Peace be w2to you 3 and {ince his aſcenſi- 

on, every Epiſtle brings commendations of grace and peace. Confi- 
der of what a ſpirit yee are, and ought to thew, a Dove-like ſpi- 
rit, and oh that the veice of this Txrtle were heard in our Land | 

Were not the nature of my diſcourſe indifferent and generall, 
I might fay ſomewhat, which might not onely induce liberty, (as 
for every way not ſcandalons) but alſo beget a good opinion of 
the 
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the Congregationall way in ſpeciall. I will ſay but this ;(*) The mem- 
bers of thi ſocietie grow up freely unto it z aft freely in it to nutwall com- 
fort andedification ; they meddle with their own things,and are not buſie 
with others, without authoritie from Chriſt : They are readly, to adviſe, 
and be adviſed upon every lawfull call and needfull occaſion : They count 
not themſelves perfel?, but ſtand ready to receive further light, yea,though 
from the meaneſt of the Brethren : They aſpire to be wall, yet they al- 
low many graines to other Churches, ſo they bave the ſubſtance : They are 
no otherwiſe Independent, But as they depend mure upon Chriſt , and teſſe 

men : Though their firſt and immediate regards be togheir own, yet 
they count themſelves debters to all the Churches and members of Chriſt : 
They will dve what good they can to reftifie the miſtakes of others that are 
not of them, but know no remedy but patience, if the truth fall not upon 
all mens apprehenſtons : They ſay not more might not be done or deviſed to 
reclaime men from errours, but they ſay they have Convyiſſion for no more 


then they praiſe, and they dare not ſay a Confederacy with any meanes, 


with which the Lord hath not ſaid a Confederacy by bis Inſtitution : They 
boaſt not in their Way, as approving it ſelfe to fleſh and bloud, but as a 
way of faith , jofiſie onely of the Children of Wiſdome , that have 
learnt to put YA ir owne underſtanding and fleſhly dependance in the 
things of God, and to lay the weight of all on Chriſt, who hath given his 
Word for it. Laſtly, They will communicate in all Ordinances with any 
true Church of Chriſt, that walkg up to their light, andſbews a readines 
to receive whatſaever more 7.4 ture OI TOTES 
Now take this ay, and compareit with any other,wiſely,{pi- 
ritually and impartially , according to that * Rule given by our 
Saviour; and wee will ſtand to the iflue and arbitrament of it. 
Let that Way which raſcs the foundation of mans glory , and 
wholly applyes it ſelte to the glory of Chriſt the Founder , hang- 
ing abſolutely on him for a Word, either expreſie or els by conle- 
quencezto every thing, and a bleſſing onevery thing they undertake 
or doe, reſolving all into his care of them , and preſence among 
them; be acknow!l ,countenanced, and praCtiſed. among us, 
asthe Way and truth of God, having no unnghteouſneſle in it. 
And let that Way which neglefting or denying Chriſts ſuffici- 
ency of rule and direQion, and the promiſe of his grace and pro- 
teQion, apply themſelves roman, to ſupply them with precepts, 
and ſupport them with the fleſhly arme of numbers and multi- 
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rudes, of power and authoritie, be diſcarded as the way of man. 
And if wee after all our caſting and contriving, cannot come to 
ou, ſee (if you would not be wanting to this Accord which you - 
hav ſo much in your mouths ) if you can come to us ;' which no 
queſtion, but all that are godly could moſt hearaly doc, as ſome 
of you have expreſt in termes upon ſerious conſideration of our . 
Way, (for what is there to offend you, bur a further degree of pu- 
ritie aymed at in the body, the worſhip orig Re in both ? ) 
and others in termes #quivalent , as that they beleeve it will not 
ceaſe till it come to this Way, which they grant was the Primitive 
way, and is the pureſt, and the Presbyterian way is but a ſtep there« 
co, and will reſt here as its center, andend in this as its perfe&i- 
on. For our parts, wee have waited mannerly all this while, and 
wee are heartily grieved,that the particulars of difference between 
us remaine yet ſo many, nay; that there argany , and eſpecially 
ſo important, that we cannot yeeld toyou therein.” For a5 he Gi 


well, Amicus Plato, Amicus Ariſtoteler, ſed magis amica veritas. 
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